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Good evening everyone – what a fantastic gathering! I am delighted indeed to see 
so many of you here to celebrate the life of a very special person, Michael Mustill.  

My Lords, Lady Caroline, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, a very 
warm welcome to you all.  This inaugural lecture is not just a lecture; it is an 
event to remind us of Michael’s life, his vision, his contribution to the law, to his 
family, to those around him, and of course to the London Shipping Law Centre.   

In my role as Founder of the Centre, I am going to say just a few words, on 
behalf of the LSLC, to acknowledge our deep gratitude to Michael for his 
contribution to the work of the Centre.    

I first met Michael in 1995 when I was at UCL.  He was introduced to me by my 
late husband, Colin.  As some of you may know, Colin was instructing Michael 
in major shipping casualties; their stories about these casualties were 
incredible!  

I was immediately struck by Michael’s huge intellect, his humility, his humanity, 
his sense of humour, his love for what he was doing, and his unfailing kindness. 
So I asked him if he would become the first President of the LSLC. 

Straightaway, he grasped the importance of the Centre’s wider purpose which 
was to bridge the gap between all maritime professionals, and to promote 
London as a commercial centre of excellence, through the medium of education. 

Michael was indeed excited by the originality of the Centre’s remit because, let 
us remember, 20 years ago, there was no movement or organisation to bring 
professionals from all sectors of the shipping industry together for the exchange 
of knowledge and business development. 

The objective of this was that legal professionals could learn from seafarers, 
technical and commercial practitioners, (“the practical people”, as Michael, 
called them) and these practical people could, in turn, learn from lawyers, 
arbitrators and judges.   

It was this synergy that made the Centre unique and essential, and for this 
reason Michael believed that the Centre would be long lasting.  



And indeed, it has lasted for over 20 odd years! Have a look at the collection 
of photos taken at the inauguration of the Centre in 1997 to see how young 
and beautiful we all looked then!  

But nothing succeeds without hard work and determination! 

With Michael’s continuous encouragement, and, of course, the support of our 
members, our sponsors, and those who work behind the scenes, and in various 
subcommittees, as well as the support of our current President, Lord Clarke, the 
Centre has continued to flourish.  

Michael’s commitment to the Centre was quiet but profound; he even called me 
during the very last week of his life to wish the Centre well! that was amazing. 

I think his personal qualities gave him power:  

- the power of not boasting about his successes, but always encouraging 
others to succeed;  

- the power of not belittling or bullying those who worked with him, but 
always boosting their confidence. That is, I think, real power. 

Michael was a man who will be remembered as a true leader and a Beacon to 
the legal profession. 

I would like to finish by sharing with you something Michael once shared with 
me, he said:  

“Do good for the love of what you do and for the love of those for whom you are 
doing the good” (which I believe he took from Luke 6:32). 

And that sums Michael up perfectly: as a lawyer, as a judge, and as a person 
and I am proud to say that those afore-mentioned words permeate the ethos of 
the LSLC. After all, we, at the Centre, do what we do for the love of it, and for 
the love of those who benefit from it. 

So, thank you all so very much for being here to celebrate Michael’s legacy with 
us and his family, Caroline, Thomas and Oliver.  

And, we are truly grateful to our sponsors: Essex Court Chambers, Clyde & Co, 
7KBW, 20 Essex Street, Hill Dickinson, and Stephenson Harwood - each one 
of them has made this event possible. 

Thank you.  


